
Failure and Success 

 

“Failures, repeated failures, are finger posts on the road to achievement. One fails 

forward toward success.” 
C. S. Lewis (British writer, author of Alice in Wonderland) 

 

 

“You build on failure. You use it as a stepping stone. Close the door on the past. You 

don't try to forget the mistakes, but you don't dwell on it. You don't let it have any of 

your energy, or any of your time, or any of your space.” 
Johnny Cash (American singer-songwriter in country, rock, and gospel) 

 

 

“Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not: nothing is 

more common than unsuccessful men with talent.” 
Calvin Coolidge (30th President of the United States) 

 

 

“Remember your dreams and fight for them. You must know what you want from 

life. There is just one thing that makes your dream become impossible: the fear of 

failure.” 
Paulo Coelho (Brazilian novelist) 

 

 

“I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, 

I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over 

and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.”  
Michael Jordan (NBA basketball player and hall of famer) 

 

 

"Mistakes make masterful teachers." 
Nas (Hip hop artist and song writer) 

 

 

“You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be defeated. In fact, it may be 

necessary to encounter the defeats, so you can know who you are, what you can rise 

from, how you can still come out of it.”  
Maya Angelou (American poet and civil rights activist) 

 



“Never confuse a single defeat with a final defeat.”  
F. Scott Fitzgerald (American novelist) 

 

 

“Children have a lesson adults should learn, to not be ashamed of failing, but to get 

up and try again. Most of us adults are so afraid, so cautious, so 'safe,' and therefore 

so shrinking and rigid and afraid that it is why so many humans fail. Most middle-aged 

adults have resigned themselves to failure.”  
Malcolm X (Minister and civil rights activist) 

 

 

“It's failure that gives you the proper perspective on success.”  
Ellen DeGeneres (Comedian, television host, and writer) 

 

 

“Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new.” 
Albert Einstein (physicist) 

 

 

“What seems to us as bitter trials are often blessings in disguise.”  
Oscar Wilde (Irish poet) 

 

 

“He will know from an early age that failure is not disgrace. It's just a pitch that you 

missed, and you'd better get ready for the next one. The next one might be the shot 

heard round the world. My son and I are Americans; we prepare for glory by failing 

until we don't.”  
Craig Ferguson (television host) 

 

 

“Pain is temporary. Quitting lasts forever.”  
Lance Armstrong (professional cyclist and cancer survivor) 

 

 

“You can’t let your failures define you. You have to let your failures teach you.” 
Barack Obama (44th President of the United States) 

 


